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closes four courts and five shrines, the great one in the centre
^nd the others at the four corners. The shrines are covered
with domes, the central one being carried on a third storey.
A range of cells for images each with a pyramidal roof of its
own surrounds the whole. The pillars of the shrine which
support the domes are almost identical in design with those
of the Jami mosque of Ahmad Shah ; and the exterior of the
domes is left plain and undecorated like those of the Muslims.
In spite of the want of ornament on the exterior faces, Fergus-
son admits, ** I know of no other building in India, of the
same class, that leaves so pleasing an impression."4
The ruins of Rana Kumbha's palace at Chitore show
amidst Hindu balconies and crested walls scattered over the
terrace, kiosks covered with plain and segmented domes
Testing on lintels and" columns.5
To the same period, that is, the pre-Mughal, belong the
fort and palaces built by Rani. Man Singh of Gwalior,6 who
ruled from I486 to 1516 ; and the palace of his successor
Vikramaditya Singh built in 1518. The Bdradari in the fort
^was 45 feet square and had a stone roof supported on twelve
pillars. " It was, besides, singularly interesting from the
expedients to which the Hindu architect was forced to resort
to imitate the vaults of the Muslims."7
The Man Mandir in spite of its ruined state makes a
magnificent pile with projecting towers, open pillared bal-
conies, arrow-headed cresting. It is 360 feet long and 160 feet
Abroad, and rises 100 feet above the ground. The chief en-
trance called the Hathiya Paur (elephant gate) is made of four
handsome pillars'on which rests a fine dome. Flanking the
^Fergusson:   Op.  cit.,  Vol.  II,  p.  47.
SRoussdet: Les Indes des Rajahs, p. 232.
6 Griffin:   The Monuments  of  Central    India.    Cole:    Preservation    of
National Monuments,  India,  plate 2.    Cunningham:  Archaeological Survey,
VoL  I     Gwahor State Gazetteer,  VoL  I, Part IV, by Luard and Dwarka-
nath Sheopun.
7 Griffin: Op. cit., p. 46.